REPORT OF THE ACCOUNTABILITY REVIEW BOARDS
CHAIRED BY ADMIRAL WILLIAM CROWE:
BOMBINGS OF THE US EMBASSIES IN
NAIROBI, KENYA, AND DAR ES SALAAM, TANZANIA,
ON AUGUST 7, 1998

According to physical evidence and
reports from persons on the scene just prior to the
bombing, on the morning of Friday, August 7,
1998, a truck laden with explosives drove up
Laibon Road to one of the two vehicular gates of
the US Embassy in Dar es Salaam. Apparently
unable to penetrate the perimeter because it was
blocked by an embassy water tanker, the suicide
bomber detonated his charge at 10:39 a.m. at a
distance of about 35 feet from the outer wall of
the chancery.

The bomb attack killed eleven people;
one other is missing and presumed dead. Another
85 people were injured. No Americans were
among the fatalities, but many were injured, two
of them seriously. The chancery suffered major
structural damage and was rendered unusable, but
it did not collapse. No one inside the chancery
was killed, in part due to the strength of the
structure and in part to simple luck. A number of
third-country diplomatic facilities and residences
in the immediate vicinity were severely damaged,
and several American Embassy residences were
destroyed, as were dozens of vehicles. The
American Ambassador's residence, a thousand
yards distant and vacant at the time, suffered roof
damage and collapsed ceilings.

At the time of the attack, two contract
local guards were on duty inside a perimeter
guard booth, while two others were in the
pedestrian entrance screening area behind the
booth and another was in the open area behind the
water truck. All five were killed in the blast. The
force of the blast propelled the filled water tanker
over three stories into the air. It came to rest
against the chancery building, having absorbed
some of the shock wave that otherwise would
have hit the chancery with even greater force.
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The driver of the water tanker was killed, but his
assistant, seen in the area shortly before the
explosion, is missing without trace and presumed
dead.

The US Embassy in Dar es Salaam moved
into the former Israeli Embassy compound in May,
1980. The embassy was located at 36 Laibon Road
and consisted of a three-story Chancery, originally
built as the Israeli Chancery in the early 1970's,
and a four-story Annex, added in 1980. Both
buildings were located in an enclosed compound.
The construction of both the Chancery and Annex
was of reinforced concrete beam and post
configuration. The floors and ceilings were of
concrete slab design and the exterior and partition
wall areas of concrete block. Ground floor
windows in the Chancery were minimal, possibly
designed to limit potential bomb damage.

(We must continue to lead the world toward peace,\

freedom, and prosperity. That is why our diplomats are
on the job today around the world -- working to ensure
our national security, working to strengthen the global
economy, working to bring peace to troubled regions,
working often at risk to themselves. And that is why we
now must work to rebuild our embassies in Nairobi and
Dar es Salaam, to secure our embassies and outposts
around the world, to support our friends in Tanzania
and Kenya as they rebuild.

President Clinton
Radio Address to the Nation
August 15, 1998

1 pledge to do all I can as Secretary of State to remind
the American people of the importance of the work that
you do day in and day out on their behalf, and to
remind them as well of the hardships and dangers. You
are America's best; and you who are Foreign Service
Nationals work side by side with us for a world that is
more peaceful, prosperous, lawful and free.

Secretary Albright
August 18, 1998
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