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Can I vote absentee?�Generally, all U.S. citizens 18 years or older who are residing outside the United States during an election period are eligible to vote absentee in any election for Federal office.  ��How do I apply for an absentee ballot?�All states and territories accept the Federal Post Card Application (FPCA) as an application for registration and for an absentee ballot.  The FPCA is available on-line version is available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.fvap.gov/index.html" �www.fvap.gov�.  The on-line version must be completed, printed out, signed, dated and mailed to your Local Election Official.  All States and Territories, with the exception of American Samoa, Guam, and Ohio accept the electronic version of the FPCA.  US Embassy Dar’s Consular Section has hard copies of the FPCA.  Stop by and pick one up! ��





The Consul, Vice Consul, Consular Associate, and Consular Specialists will be hitting the road in March.  We will be visiting Arusha, Moshi,  Mwanza, and Zanzibar.  In each location, Consular staff will provide American Citizens’ Services such as registering citizens, adding extra pages to passports, notarizing documents, and accepting passport renewal applications and applications for Consular Reports of Birth Abroad.  They will host Town Hall Meetings where you can listen to briefings on a variety of issues, raise concerns, ask questions, and meet fellow AmCits resident or visiting in your area. 


We will send a separate e-mail listing dates, times, and locations where you can meet the consular staff.   





I would like to vote but don't know how. Where can I find assistance? �The Voting Assistance Guide, which is available on-line line at � HYPERLINK "http://www.fvap.gov" ��www.fvap.gov�, contains specific information on applying for absentee registration and a ballot.  You can request a hard copy of the Voting Assistance Guide by contacting the Federal Voting Assistance Program directly at � HYPERLINK "mailto:vote@fvap.ncr.gov?subject=WWW" �vote@fvap.ncr.gov�.   In addition, the U.S. Embassy in Dar has a Voting Assistance Officer, Stephanie Acosta-Mikulasek (266-8001, ext. 4318), available to answer questions and provide voting materials.  �


Do I have to be registered to vote absentee? �Registration requirements vary from state to state.  Check the Voting Assistance Guide for specific requirements for your state.  If you do not have Internet access, call the Voting Assistance Officer at the US Embassy in Dar, and she will look it up for you.  ��Must I submit a separate application for each election? �In all states and territories, one FPCA will is sufficient to obtain primary and general election ballots for Federal offices for an entire calendar year. 


�If I am required to have my FPCA or ballot notarized, how do I do it? �Election materials may be witnessed or sworn to before a U.S. consular officer.  Most states and territories do not require notarization of the FPCA or ballot; therefore, consult the Voting Assistance Guide to determine your state or territory's requirements.  In all instances you must sign and date the FPCA.
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Credit card theft, both actual and virtual, is rife all over the continent.  Here are a few tips in case it happens to you:





Place the entire contents of your wallet on a photocopy machine.  Copy both sides of each license, credit card, and ID card. If your wallet is ever stolen, you will know exactly what you had in it.  You will also have all of the account numbers and phone numbers you will need to call and cancel your credit cards.  (While you are at it, make a copy of the biographic data page of your passport.  This will be invaluable if your passport is ever lost or stolen.)  Keep your photocopies in a safe place far away from where you keep your valuables.


 �If your credit cards are stolen, file a police report immediately in the jurisdiction where they were stolen.  This probably won’t get your credit cards back, but it will prove to credit providers that you were diligent, and is the first step toward an investigation. ��Call the three major credit reporting organizations immediately to place a fraud alert on your name. The fraud alert will ensure that any company that checks your credit will know your credit card or card information was stolen.  They will have to contact you by phone to authorize new credit.  The numbers are: 


Equifax: 1-800-525-6285; Experian: 1-888-397-3742; and Trans Union: 1-800-680-7289.  





Don’t forget to call the Social Security Administration Fraud Line at 1-800-269-0271 if you have also lost your Social Security card.








Have you ever considered a career in foreign affairs?  The first step is to take the Foreign Service Written Exam.  The exam, which is only offered once a year, will be given on April 24, 2004 at the US Embassy in Dar es Salaam.  To register for the exam you must be a US citizen between the ages of 20 and 59 and be available for assignment anywhere in the world.  





Applicants can register on-line at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.careers.state.gov" ��www.careers.state.gov�.  Exam preparation materials are available on the Department of State website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.state.gov" ��www.state.gov�.   Registration materials are available in the Embassy’s Human Resources Office for those without Internet access.  Applications must be received by March 17, 2004.


























Everyday, Americans living and working in Tanzania are making a difference.  Your success story may be starting a new business, completing a development project, reaching out to rural communities, or teaching a new skill.  The American Embassy wants to highlight your contribution to Tanzania and illustrate how you are building relationships between the United States and Tanzania.  Please send us your Success Story for possible publication in either “AmCit Update” or “Action News”, a broader US Embassy publication distributed outside of the American community.  





To receive “Action News”, please send your mailing address to us at consulardx@state.gov .   For questions about Success Stories, please contact the Consular Section at the same email box.








The US Marines assigned to Embassy Dar are famous for their Happy Hours, Movie Nights, Sports Parties, and other entertainments.  They would like to include AmCits resident or visiting in Dar on their guest lists for various recreational activities.  If you would like your name included on their guest list, please send us your e-mail address at consulardx@state.gov.  





If you have any questions about voting, taxes, or any consular issue, please e-mail us at � HYPERLINK "mailto:consulardx@state.gov" ��consulardx@state.gov�. 
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